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while Parliament passed special Acts for the disturbed
districts, establishing the ancient system of watch and
ward, and making the destruction of stocking frames
a crime punishable by death* Early in 1812 the move-
ment culminated in Cheshire, Lancashire, and the West
Riding of Yorkshire* A good many mills and steam
looms were destroyed, some particularly obnoxious
inventions to the handworkers being wide weaving
frames, gig-mills, and the machinery used in shearing
woollen cloth* The attacks on the mills took place at
night* In one of these affairs Mr* Cartwright, a Cleck-
heaton employer, contrived, with the help of two
soldiers and four workpeople, to drive off from his
shearing mill a mob of armed Luddites, who left two
of their number mortally wounded on the ground* At
Sheffield the armoury of the local militia was seized and
plundered* Great severity was now exhibited* Seven-
teen of these rioters were executed at York alone in
January 1813, eight having been previously executed
at Lancaster and two at Chester* In Parliament a few
radicals like Whitbread and Burdett pointed out that
most of the distress was caused by the government, by
excessive taxation, profligate expenditure, and the folly
of a hopeless and objectless war upon commerce* An
inquiry instituted by Parliament at this time, early in
1812, into the policy and consequences of Orders in
Council proved that in all the manufacturing districts
of the kingdom there prevailed among the labouring
classes an unusual degree of misery and poverty; that
in many places wages had been nearly halved, that
employment even at starvation wages was scarce, and
that the price of all necessaries was very high* Of the
smaller master manufacturers many had sunk into the